
 
 
 
 

MEMO 
 
 
Date:  June 7, 2011 

 

To:    Dr. Sarah T. Campbell, Superintendent 

 

From :   Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Director of Instruction 

 

Subject:   Revision of 2011-2012 Academic Calendar 

 

 

The Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia requires that a school be in session for 990 

hours per year and that students in secondary classes receive 140 clock hours of instruction per course.  

Any time beyond these minimum requirements may be accumulated or “banked” for use in making up 

time missed due to inclement weather.  Historically, Alleghany County Public Schools has been 

reluctant to utilize bank time in making up school days missed due to inclement weather.  We have 

been under the impression that delayed openings must be considered when calculating the time 

requirement of 140 hours for secondary units of credit.  We have recently received clarification from 

the Virginia Department of Education that delayed openings do not need to be considered in this 

calculation. 

 

We can “bank” two days per semester by tweaking one block at Alleghany High School and one block 

at Clifton Middle School by adding one minute.  This will allow us to miss up to two days first 

semester without moving the end of the semester and up to two days second semester before using 

identified make-up days.  In a survey of Region VI school divisions, several have used bank time for 

make-up days and others have included bank time in the 2011-2012 calendar. 

 

I recommend we revise the 2011-2012 academic calendar to pilot the use of bank time in the plan for 

making up days missed due to inclement weather.  Up to two days can be missed each semester before 

identified make up days are employed.  If no days are missed, school days will be as scheduled.  I 

further recommend that we monitor SOL scores to insure they are not negatively impacted by fewer 

days of instruction.  If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to 

contact me. 

 

 


